
Tips on helping your child select 
the best options for them

Ask the right 
questions

Create a list of pros 
and cons

Be informed

Meet the deadline

Discuss your childs
plans for the future

Use parents evening and email
addresses provided to ask questions 

about the subject on offer. Encourage 
your child to ask their teachers these 
questions in lessons too. How is the 

course examined? Is it all exam based 
and/or coursework? How much extended 
writing is required? How many topics are 

studied in total in each subject? What 
careers can this subject help me access? 
What subjects can be studied together? 

What do we mean by a range of 
qualifications?

Once your child has started to make a list of 
subjects they are interested in begin to write 

a pros and cons list for each subject. Once 
you have a draft version of the subjects your 
child wants to select to think about how that 

will look within a week. Do all subjects 
selected require a lot of writing? Are all 

subjects examined - will this lead to
pressures later on? Are they picking the 

subject for a particular teacher? What if they 
don't get that teacher next year?

Use the booklet provided to explore 
the range of subjects on offer here 

at KPHS. The booklet provides 
information about how each subject 

is examined and what topics are 
studied for each subject. The booklet 

also gives information regarding 
which subject can/ cannot be
studied alongside each other. 

Students will need to select their 
options online by the above date. 

Students will have an email log in. They 
must select four options and then two 
reserve choices. Meeting this deadline 

will ensure your child has the best 
possible chance of getting the options 

they have selected. Make sure the 
reserve choices are discussed as there 
is a possibility they will be studying at 

least one of these. 

Asking your child what they want to do 
when they are older can help them 
frame their options. Discuss what 

options would be most suitable for their 
chosen career. However it is absolutely 

normal for students to not know exactly 
what career path they want to follow- if 
this is the case encourage your child to 
choose a range of subjects to keep their 

options open. Think about selecting a 
mixture of creative, academic and 

vocational subjects.
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GCSE Options

Remember GCSE options are a personal choice. 
What was right for a sibling, friend or cousin of your 
child may not be right for them. Please encourage 

them to pick the right options for THEM. 


