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Foreword: A message for students about to commence 
Key Stage 4 

 
Why are GCSE  and Level 1/2 qualifications important? What’s the point of completing them?  
 
For the first time in your school education you will sit exams that really mean something for 
you. When you entered primary school you did not sit exams to get in. When you came to 
Kingsway Park High School you did not need exams to be allowed to study here. Yes, you did 
complete exams at the end of primary school but these were to judge the quality of primary 
school education—not you. No one will ever ask about your SATS scores in future college or 
job interviews. 
 
The qualifications you complete over the next few years really do matter for you. Some qualifi-
cations will be those you chosen to study; others will be subjects that are compulsory.  Re-
gardless, all your KS4 grades will have a big influence on whether you are accepted on the A 
Levels vocational courses, or apprenticeship that you want in 2023. And of course, you will 
need these qualifications as evidence of your abilities for job applications in the future. 
 
So, these GCSE and Level 1/2 courses and exams are crucial. Not just to determine what you 
do next, but to decide what you will be doing in 10 years’ time. Doors of opportunity will open 
for all students who make sensible choices and work hard. 
 
It is also important to remember that these qualifications have been increasingly challenging  
and the grading system is from 9-1 instead of A*-G. There will be more content to learn, harder 
exams to complete, and less coursework. However, the system is the same for everyone in the 
country. All colleges, universities, and employers now understand that most KS4 students will 
study between 8-10 GCSE or Level 1/2 qualifications. It is for this reason that we expect all 
students to achieve as highly as possible and complete every subject they began in KS4. 
 
To enable you to do well in these new courses, your teachers will work very hard over the next 
few years to deliver the learning, stimulate your interest in the subjects, and give you feed-
back on your progress and effort. Additionally your parents/carers may decide to free you up 
from some responsibilities at home, encourage you, praise you when you do well, and cele-
brate your successes.  
 
However, there are things that your parents and your teachers cannot do for you. They can-
not work hard in lessons for you, they won’t complete homework or revision for you, and no 
one can sit the exams for you. Over the next two we want you to take personal responsibility 
for your studies and for your grades, to work hard in every lesson, and put the time in to do 
homework and revise at home.  
 
To achieve great things, we must be prepared to give up things. You may need to give up 
social networking for a while, stop going out so frequently, and watch less T.V. However, a 
little bit of sacrifice, hard work, and enthusiasm now will result in a lot of happiness and pride 
when you collect your results in August  2023. 
 
Kingsway Park High School will dedicate a lot of time and energy to support you as you make 
your KS4 choices: We will offer advice and guidance and involve you and your parents/carers 
along the way. We hope you will be well-prepared for the next step on your learning journey. 
We hope you are inspired to work hard. We hope you are ready to make the necessary sacri-
fices. And we hope you are determined to overcome all difficulties to do well in each of your 
qualifications.  



 
KS4 Curriculum Choices and Y9 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 27th January 2022 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
At KPHS, we constantly strive to ensure that your child’s learning experience is 
tailored to their individual needs, aspirations, and interests. With this in mind, 
we are providing all Year 9 students with the opportunity to make informed 
choices about the GCSE or Level 1/2 subjects we are able to offer during Key 
Stage 4  (Year 10 & 11). 
 
This discussion is an opportunity to help your child make the right decisions 
about what they will study from September Year 10. Please support your son/
daughter by reading  and discussing the information in this booklet and the 
options cards in your pack. You may already have an idea what the subject 
might be like but do ask questions to find out the facts because there have 
been some significant changes to KS4 courses. 
 
A good starting point is to discuss future career aspirations with your son/
daughter. If they have a clear career plan, they should select subjects that 
complement their aspirations. However, we also understand many Y9 students 
may not yet have a final career aspiration in mind and this is absolutely nor-
mal; in this case, students should leave their options open and select a variety 
of subjects which they will really enjoy and achieve highly in.  
 
It is important to remember the choices your son/daughter make will remain 
with them until the end of year 11. Please understand that it is highly unlikely 
we will be able to change options for students who later change their minds. 
 
If you have any questions about the KS4 Curriculum Choices process, please 
do not hesitate to contact the school. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Carey                                                               Ms Jeanmaire 

Deputy Head Teacher                                       Curriculum Choices Lead 



Key Stage 4 Optional Curriculum 

In addition to the core curriculum, we are proud to offer a wide selection of 

specialist subjects for  student to choose from. The next few pages will guide 

you through this process. 

Please note 

At this stage we are gathering information about the subjects you want to 

study.  Each year there are always a number of issues which influence the 

final timetables: some courses may not be as popular as others; the DfE may 

remove accreditation from other subjects; and specialist teachers might 

move on. As a result we may not be able to allow certain courses to run.  

The Core Subjects: All students will follow courses in English Language and 

Literature, Maths, and Science which, in most cases, will lead to five national 

qualifications at the end of KS4.   

 

The Foundation Subjects: Alongside lessons of PE, all KS4 students will receive 

regular high quality experiences in computing, RSE, PSHCE and will continue 

with their VISION curriculum. These lessons will not necessarily end with an ex-

amination or qualification. We deliver these lessons to support the develop-

ment of well-rounded and healthy British citizens who are prepared for the 

transition into adulthood and make positive contributions to society. 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

There are a group of subjects all students must study: these are called the 

core subjects. These subjects equate to 5 qualifications. 



What is it all about?

Having followed a set curriculum since the age of 4 or 5, most students enjoy the oppor-

tunity to choose a selection of subjects to specialise in.  These choices will make up the 

additional  3 qualifications.  

 
Making Informed Choices 

It is important as many people as possible are involved in the decision making process:  

tutors, teachers, older students, careers advisors, and parents/carers will all be able to 

offer advice; however, there are some really important things to keep in mind: 

Q 
· Do NOT be afraid to try some-

thing new 

· Do NOT choose a subject to 
follow your friends  

· Do NOT choose a subject be-
cause of a teacher; teachers 
may change in September 

· Do NOT pick a subject be-
cause you think it will be 
“easy”. No GCSEs are easy! 

R 

· DO choose a subject be-
cause you like it, not because 
of the teacher 

· DO consider subjects that you 
have not tried before 

· DO consider which subjects 
best suit your way of learning 

· DO think about what you want 
to do after leaving school  

· DO AIM HIGH! 

Asking the right questions 

 

This process is your chance to ask questions and find out as much as possible about the 

optional courses on offer.  

 

We have provided an overview of each subject; however, these brief overviews will not 

tell you all the details of the courses. Some subjects offer traditional GCSEs. Some sub-

jects offer level 1/2 vocational alternatives such as OCR Nationals or BTECs.  Some sub-

jects may offer a combination.  It is important to talk to the teachers. 

 

A common mistake is to choose a subject because you think it will be 100% practical; 

these subjects are now very rare. Most courses involve classroom based theory work 

and written exams. Students can avoid making mistakes by asking the right questions to 

their teachers. 



Which Key Stage 4 Subjects Are Available? 

We strongly believe students should continue to access a wide range of sub-
jects  as they move on from the broad and balanced curriculum we offer at 
Key Stage 3. We pride ourselves in the number of subjects we have invested in 
and we continue to widen the range of subjects each year. 

This year, students can access: 

Þ Modern Foreign Languages (MFL): 

· French 

· Spanish 

Þ Humanities 

· History 

· Geography 

Þ Religious Studies 

Þ Citizenship 

Þ Art and Design 

· Design Technology: 3D design 

· Design and Technology: Graphic Communication 

· Fine Art 

· Art Textiles 

· Art Photography 

Þ Sport Science 

Þ Food Science and Nutrition 

Þ Music 

Þ Drama 

Þ Creative iMedia 

Þ Computer Science 

Þ Statistics 

Þ Health and Social Care 

Þ Business Enterprise & Marketing 

Þ Alternative courses and interventions 

 

Some students will also get the opportunity to study Triple Science instead of 
Dual Science.  These students will be selected based on their science assess-
ments. 
 

Please use the cards in your pack more information about each option. 



How many KS4 choices will I have? 

In short, you have 3 free choices: 

In addition to the 5 core subjects plus Religious Studies or Citizenship, most students will 
study 3 more optional KS4 subjects. Students will be placed on one of three pathways. 
The pathways are customised for the needs of the students and are designed to support 
students to access the most appropriate qualifications and therefore achieve the best 
possible results. 

Which Pathway Am I On? 
You will be informed of your pathway during VISION. A range of information will be used 
to place you on the most appropriate pathway including: assessment results, SEND / EAL 
needs, aspirations Information, and pastoral information. 

Pathway A: Students will choose any four subjects (with the exception of any combinations in the 
red box below).  

Some students on pathway A may receive interventions in place of one or more option subjects. 
Interventions include extra literacy and numeracy to support GCSE English and Maths; SEND to 
access a range of specialist qualifications; and ESOL for students new to English. The school SENCO 
or EAL coordinator will inform students and parents/carers if they are on Pathway A. 

Pathway B: Students will select four options. This pathway comprises of a wide range of subjects. 
Pathway B students must select at least one from Geography, History, French, or Spanish. (A green 
or a purple card, or both!) . Pathway B students can select to complete the full English Baccalaure-
ate.  

Pathway C: Students on this pathway will complete the full English Baccalaureate. Some universities 
require an English Baccalaureate and it is considered to be a highly academic qualification. This 
means they will study a modern foreign language: either French or Spanish. They will also study a 
humanities subject: either Geography or History.  

They will then select two other subjects (with the exception of any combinations in the red box 
below).  This gives students the opportunity to continue with a creative or a more practical subject 
as well if they do wish.  

Combinations of subjects which cannot be studied together 
 

· Fine Art, Art Textiles, 3D Design, Graphic Communication, 

· Students cannot choose a language they have not previously studied. 



What Will My Curriculum Look Like? 

 

Other Possible Curriculum Structures 

Students on Pathway C will study a MFL as well as History or Geography to gain 
the prestigious ‘Full English Baccalaureate’ suite of subjects. Some students on 
Pathway B might also want to select combination.  

Note: Students who are able to write, read, and speak other GCSE languages 
can also gain the full English-Baccalaureate. They can be entered for this qual-
ification as an additional GCSE without lessons.  Please complete the correct 
box on your options form to inform the school of your home language. 
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Other Possible Curriculum Structures 

At Kingsway Park High School, we want your child to be as successful as possi-
ble. Therefore some students will follow a ‘Pathway A’ which is slightly less re-
strictive.  

 

 

Furthermore, with agreement with the SENCO or EAL coordinator, some stu-
dents might not select all their options to gain time for extra support or inter-
ventions. 

 

The Y9 parents’ evening is the ideal opportunity to discuss with your child’s 
teachers the best subjects for them.  
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