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you think
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRINCIPAL
A very warm welcome to the latest edition of Schools 
Link. I hope that you and your families are safe and 
well during these uncertain times. While the current 
conditions have brought challenges, please remember 
that no hurdle can stop you from getting to where 
you want to be in the longer term.

You are at a pivotal point in your education, so it 
brings me much joy to see so many of you keeping 
your focus firmly on the future. If you remain driven 
and full of ambition, you’ll quickly see that there are 
exciting new beginnings on the horizon. 

There is every reason to stay positive and optimistic. 
This edition’s competition on page 9 reflects this and 
I’d love to see entries from you and your families. 
There are some incredible prizes to be won! 

I look forward to meeting you digitally during our 
first ever Virtual Open Event, and hopefully in person 
when you start your journey at Hopwood Hall 
College. Until then, stay safe and well and let’s all 
keep looking ahead to that brighter future together.

Julia Heap 
Principal and Chief Executive

Hopwood Hall can be the springboard to YOUR future
We provide high quality education from passionate and professional tutors to enable you to develop 
your skills and achieve your full potential.

Whatever your goal, we offer courses in a wide range of subjects at various levels which can help 
you unlock a brighter future and go further in life. 

Welcoming applications from learners aged 19-90+!

Why should you study?
There are many reasons why adults are turning 
to study; some dreaming of changing their 
career entirely while others are motivated to 
fulfil a lifelong ambition and learn a new skill.

As an adult learner it’s likely that you will 
have some challenges to face when it comes 
to studying – whether it’s time, financial 
constraints, childcare issues, employer support 
or nerves! 

Here at Hopwood Hall we understand those 
challenges and have created a range of flexible, 
part-time courses to inspire you and help you 
reach your goals. What’s more, we can provide 
you with all the help and guidance you need 
from financial advice to learning support.

So awaken your mind, join our friendly, 
supportive learning community and seize the 
opportunity to develop your skills. If you’re 
feeling stuck in a rut, we’re here to help you out!

Keep up to date with everything that’s  
happening at Hopwood Hall College.  

Find us at:

@hopwoodhallcollege

@hopwoodhall @hopwoodhall

@hopwoodhall hopwoodhall
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A bright future... 
and a green future
It’s important to remember that 
there’s a bright future on the 
horizon however far off that may 
seem right now. And - thanks to 
a group of our current students 
- there’s also a green one in the 
distance!  
A team of our Uniformed Public 
Services students volunteered to plant trees at 
the front of the Middleton Campus. They spent 
hours sowing hundreds of seeds under the 
guidance of Mike Cummings, the Parks and 
Countryside Manager for Rochdale Council. 

The seeds were donated by the Woodland Trust, 
who - alongside Sainsbury’s and the Postcode 
Lottery - is encouraging people to plant the next 
generation of forestry. This is one of the many 
projects that our students take pride in getting 
involved with during their time with us.  

In the months and years ahead these seeds 
will grow into greenery visible around the 
entrance of the College, yet another bonus for 
our future students to look forward to when they 
start their path to success with us.

We would like to invite you to our first ever Virtual 
Open Event. Taking place between 3pm and 8pm on 
Thursday 21st May, this will be an amazing opportunity 
for all prospective students – as well as their families and 
friends – to discover what awaits them at Hopwood Hall 
College.
Don’t let social distancing hold you 
back! Join us and enjoy all the benefits 
of visiting us in real life but from the 
comfort of your own home. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to find the right 
course for you, learn more about our 
exceptional facilities and listen to our 
fantastic team of staff. 

And that’s not all, you’ll also be able 
to explore our two campuses through 
a specially designed digital 
tour. You’ll have the chance to wander 
around campus exploring different 
departments and our social areas, 
giving you an exciting glimpse at 
what college life has to offer.

Be sure to keep your eyes peeled for our 
cheeky meerkats, who are the boisterous 
stars of our wildlife enclosure! All in 
all, our Middleton Campus is home to 
more than 600 animals (including small 
mammals, birds and reptiles) and can be 

visited by all students. Get ready to meet 
the meerkats during the Virtual Open 
Event, along with bigger creatures such 
as our friendly alpacas!

You’ll have direct access to vital 
information as you watch videos 
from our Principal, Julia Heap, and 
our tutors during this immersive 
event. A live Q&A will provide you with 
all the answers you need as you decide 
which course is best suited to you and 
your specific career goals.

We are looking forward 
to showing you our campuses, answering 
all your questions and giving you your 
first real taste of what’s in store for you 
at Hopwood Hall. Be sure to book your 
place on our website: www.hopwood.
ac.uk and we’ll make sure you receive all 
the details you will need to join us live. 
Looking forward to ‘meeting’ you soon!

You’re invited,

save the date!

2 campuses, 1 college community

Middleton Campus

Rochdale Campus
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Our virtual 
leap forward 
It is so inspiring to look at the way our 
community has responded to the coronavirus 
outbreak. It might feel like life’s been 
turned upside down, but - from young children 
to elderly grandparents - we’re seeing some 
great resilience in the local area.
In particular, it’s impressive to see 
that so many young people aren’t 
allowing the current circumstances 
to stop them from achieving 
their potential. The world might 
feel very uncertain right now, 
but there will always be a place 
for goal-oriented individuals at 
Hopwood Hall College. We are 
confident that you will emerge 
from this stronger and more 
resilient than ever.  

Of course, the College has also 
had to adapt. When the country 
went into lockdown, we moved 
our operations online. This 
presented us with a unique 
opportunity: to take a huge virtual 
leap forward.

The first way we did this was 
by giving students access 
to their lessons through the web-
based platform ItsLearning. Our 
teaching teams rose to this 

challenge with remarkable 
flexibility, embracing new systems 
and tools away from 
traditional face-to-face teaching.  

In addition, we’re delighted that 
this virtual leap has led to us 
developing our first ever Virtual 
Open Event which will also enable 
you to be among the very first 
to take a peek at our brand new 
virtual campus tours exploring 
our extensive grounds and cutting 
edge facilities. 

It’s poised to be the perfect 
opportunity for future students to 
get a taste of college life before 
beginning their next chapter with 
us.

Like everyone else right now, 
we are focusing on that brighter 
future. In the meantime, however, 
we’re excited that the possibilities 
in our new virtual world seem 
almost endless.   

Our core value is to ‘bring out the best’ in our students. Before 
we welcome our next crop of bright and talented learners, we’d 
love to see people tapping into their potential and using their 
time in meaningful ways. With this in mind, here are our top 5 
tips to bring out the best in yourself during lockdown.

Find a new hobby
Now is the perfect time to take 
up a new hobby, especially since 
there’s so much that you can 
do without having to leave your 
home. You could start a social 
media blog, create some artwork, 
or even try your hand at cooking 
a delicious meal in the kitchen!

Think up your masterplan! 
Think about where you want to 
be in life and – just as importantly 
– how you want to get there. 
Remember that you’re not locked 
into any previous decisions 
you’ve made and are always free 
to change your path.

Fit in some exercise 
Exercise improves your physical 
and mental health – whether 
you’re simply strolling around 

the garden or doing push-ups. 
If you relish the results, you’ll be 
pleased to know we offer free 
gym memberships to students at 
our on-site Sports Arena.

Think about your career
Think about what you’re good at 
and it might lead you to deciding 
upon a possible career. Once 
you’ve got an idea of what job 
you’d find fulfilling, you simply 
have to find the right course to 
help you land it.

Clap for our key workers
Not only is weekly clapping 
a fantastic way to show your 
support and appreciation to 
our country’s frontline staff, 
but taking part in something 
alongside your neighbours 
reaffirms that you’re part of a 
caring community and it’s fun!

tips to bring 
out the best in 
yourself during 
lockdown

A world outside 
the classroom
There’s always something to sink your teeth into 
at Hopwood Hall College. You’ll come to learn 
that there’s a world of opportunity both inside 
and outside the classroom when you’re a student 
at Hopwood.
We offer a lively programme of 
enrichment activities happening 
at both of our campuses. They’re 
designed to suit all personality 
types – whether you’re an 
extrovert, creative-minded, a 
fitness fanatic or just passionate 
about learning new skills. It’s all 
about celebrating the diversity of 
our learners!

You’ll soon discover that there 
are many ways to shine as an 
individual. On one day you could 
find yourself mastering the skill of 
British Sign Language, whereas 
on another you could be sailing 
across the water in a kayak at 
our Middleton Campus. There are 
also campfire cooking sessions, 
peaceful yoga classes and relaxing 
reading groups.

Sing Your Heart Out is a 
particularly popular activity, in 
which students gather to perform 
on stage in our state of the art 
Hopwood Theatre. Whether it’s a 
rendition of the newest pop tracks 
or the biggest power ballads, it 
gives everyone a chance to test 
their vocal prowess alongside 
friends and make life-long 
memories along the way.

Meanwhile, we also offer free gym 
membership to our students at 
our Sports Arena. It’s open seven 
days a week and is just waiting to 
welcome students of all physical 
abilities. 

These activities and opportunities 
are just a few of the many ways 
that you’ll find being a student 
such a fun and rewarding 
experience at Hopwood Hall 
College!
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Giving back to 
our key workers 
It’s been an honour to show our appreciation 
to the community’s key workers during these 
challenging times. They are working tirelessly to 
keep us safe, so we’ve jumped at the opportunity 
to lend our support.  
First of all, Hopwood’s Engineering 
team put our industry standard 
facilities to good use by creating 
visors using an on-site 3D 
printer. Thanks to materials 
donated by Hobs Repro and 
Regray Textiles, the equipment is 
now being used as a vital form of 
PPE by the heroic staff in the NHS.   

After considering the needs of 
those brave individuals on the 
frontline, our Art and Design team 
also wanted to help. They donated 
their supplies of disposable 
aprons, large liquid hand soaps and 
non-sterile gloves to Springhill 
Hospice.   

Finally, we couldn’t resist the urge 
to dish out some sweet treats! Our 
Catering students had prepared 
hand-made chocolates for an event 
that had to be cancelled, so we 
donated these goodies to the A&E 
team at Royal Oldham Hospital.  

We look forward to finding 
new ways to help in the weeks 
ahead. Not just because the 
frontline workers are doing 
an amazing job, but also 
because they’re setting such a 
fantastic example especially to 
those who are studying or aspiring 
to study Health and Social Care 
or Uniformed Public Services here 
at Hopwood. We’re proud to be a 
learning hub for the key workers of 
tomorrow!  

If you’re feeling inspired to take 
the next step and train to work 
in the sector check out our full 
range of courses at www.hopwood.
ac.uk and be sure to register 
for our upcoming Virtual Open 
Event to find out more. There’s a 
place here for everyone!

Hopwood staff present donations to 
key workers at Springhill Hospice

Royal Oldham Hospital staff showing off their hand-made chocolates

Visors created by Hopwood 
to be used as PPE

To enter, you simply need to like us on Facebook 
(hopwoodhall) and send us your ‘unexpected upside’ 
through a private message (telling us which age group 
you wish to be considered for). 

You can enter using a parent’s, grandparent’s or carer’s 
account if you do not have your own. Be sure to get 
permission first. 

The best entries will be 
shared on our website 
and on our social media 
channels to help lift 
spirits and instil optimism 
as we keep our eyes on 
those better days that are 
just around the corner!

The deadline for entries 
is 5pm on 31st May, judging 
will take place the following 
week and winners will be 
announced on 5th June.

Categories are: 
Under 12’s 
(prize: Amazon Fire 7” Kids 
Edition Tablet)

12-18 years  
(prize: Chromebook 
powered by Google)

Aged 19+  
(prize: Chromebook 
powered by Google) 

Good luck!

Competition:
You could win a Chromebook powered by Google in our 
community-wide competition in which we celebrate the 
‘unexpected upsides’ of lockdown. It’s the perfect prize for you 
to use at home and, of course, when you take the next step in 
your education.
Every cloud has a silver lining - and we’d love you to tell us about something 
positive that you’ve experienced recently. It could be that you’ve mastered a 
musical instrument, perfected a performance, discovered a passion for a new 
language, surprised yourself with your baking prowess or found the time to 
make new goals for the future.

Be sure to get the rest of your household involved too! Your parents, 
grandparents or carers could win their own sleek Chromebook powered by 
Google, whereas any younger siblings or cousins could win an Amazon Fire 7” 

Kids Edition Tablet. 

To take part and have a chance to win one of the 
incredible prizes, you simply need to tap into your 
creative side and tell us about your ‘unexpected 
upside’. We’re accepting submissions in the 
following formats:

• Writing (500 words max)    • A short video

• A poem    • Photography   • Song

• Artwork   • Performance
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...animals call 
Hopwood Hall 
home
From meerkats to stick 
insects our Life Sciences 
staff and students look 
after our animals 365 
days a year.

Highest 
achievement rate 
for vocational 
Level 2 in Greater 
Manchester
2017/18

FREE gym 
membership 
available to  
all students

£10.8 
million...

...is what we’ve 
invested in 5 
years
This means our students 
have the best resources 
and learning environment 
with the latest equipment, 
machinery and 
technology!

We also have vibrant 
new social spaces and 
refectories.

...the sports 
titles we’ve 
won in 5 years

Past students include:
Craig Dawon 
Watford FC

Matty Ashton 
Warrington Wolves 
RLFC

Will Buckley 
Bolton Wanderers

A brighter future  
is closer than  
you think

www.hopwood.ac.uk

A place for everyone
It’s very much business as usual when it comes 
to us welcoming new applications from Year 
11’s so there’s still chance for you to lock down 
your place with us. We look forward to you 
making our College your College too and 
welcoming you to join our College community.
This is an important time in 
your life and it’s perfectly fine 
to rethink your path – especially 
when a world of opportunity 
awaits you at Hopwood Hall 
College.

With every one of us all looking 
optimistically to the future, right 
now is the ideal time to dream 
big and think about how you 

can best reach your potential and 
get where you want to be. 

We’re positive that we’ve got the 
right course for you, so come and 
see for yourself by registering to 
attend our Virtual Open Event. 
It’s the perfect opportunity 
to find out more and set the 
wheels in motion to get you to 
where you want to be.

Lockdown 
library
Our Head of English, Sian 
Walker, is living proof that a 
teacher’s work is never done. 
She’s been sharing her love 
of literature by creating a 
makeshift library to be used by her neighbours.

Each day Sian leaves a variety 
of books on her car bonnet 
for an hour so that people 
can borrow them while they are in 
lockdown.  

The project is working so well 
that Sian’s expanded and is 
now inviting people from the 
neighbouring streets to come and 
lend one of her books. It’s really 
brought out a great sense of 
community spirit in the local area, 
with people now making donations 
by leaving their own books for 
others to enjoy.

Sian - who’s always encouraging 
her students to experience the 
benefits of reading – has even 
made old fashioned library cards 
for the local children to use. Some 
of them have even taken it upon 
themselves to leave reviews of the 
texts before bringing them back!  

It’s great to see that Sian has been 
able to use her passion to bring 
people together. Like all tutors at 
Hopwood Hall College, she brings 
so much enthusiasm to everything 
she does. 

We just know that the next 
generation of students will love 
this kind of energy and dedication 
from our staff.
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Award-winning career advice 
We always offer the best of the best at Hopwood Hall College. And when it 
comes to our career advice, we’ve even got the trophy to prove it!
Ceri Wood, one of our passionate career advisors, was recently 
named the national winner of the Careers Champion award. It was a 
brilliant and well-deserved achievement for a member of staff who’s 
helped so many of our former students to land their dream jobs after 
completing one of our many prospect-boosting courses. 

Choosing a career path can be easier for some than others, which is 
why we offer expert support and guidance for learners who are feeling 
unsure or confused about what they want to do. There’s a whole team of 
dedicated advisors just waiting to guide you in the right direction when 
you start at the College.

In the meantime, we’ve rounded up some 
winning tips from Careers Champion Ceri: 
• Identify what you are good at 

and enjoy doing. Remember, if 
you enjoy something but don’t 
have the skills these can be 
learned at college. 

• Be curious. Research similar 
but lesser known careers and 
ask people you know about 
their career path and what 
they most like about their job. 

• Write down ideas, do a mind 
map or complete an action plan. 
Make sure you do one thing at 
a time so it doesn’t become 
overwhelming. 

• Complete a fun careers activity 
such as the Buzz Quiz, where 
you can also watch videos of 
people doing a range of different 
jobs. 

• Be sure to attend our Virtual 
Open Event. Many people talk 
about getting a “feeling” from 
visiting places and know it’s 
where they want to be. 

• Remember, you’ll gain a number 
of transferable skills from going 
to college, even if you change 
your path in future.

We always keep a close eye on what our future 
students are up to. This year has been no 
exception – and we’re pleased to say we’ve been 
thrilled with what we’ve seen!

St Anne’s Academy, for instance, took a stand against bullying when 
pupils took part in the Diana Award in February. All different age groups 
got involved in the campaign, which trains people to stamp out bullying 
in all forms. At Hopwood Hall we take pride in celebrating diversity and 
won’t accept anything less than a fully inclusive learning environment. 
Those who say ‘no’ to bullying are always welcome to take their next step 
with us.

Meanwhile, pupils at Cardinal Langley were so impressive in making it 
to the finals of the fifth annual Quadcopter Challenge in Shropshire. 
Everyone who took part really showed that they have something unique 
to offer and are more than capable of bringing brilliant new ideas to the 
table. This skillset is so important and we’d encourage anyone who’s 
interested in designing and manufacturing to think about studying 
Engineering at Hopwood Hall College.

Finally, pupils at Middleton Technology completed the ‘Big Sister’ 
programme through Girls Out Loud. A group of Year 9 girls learned 
a valuable lesson about the importance of self-confidence by taking 
part in the scheme in which they were paired with older mentors. Our 
award-winning Riverside Salon even hosted the graduation, which saw 
our talented Hair and Beauty students dish out treatments to the pupils 
involved.

We’ve no doubt that you’ll all go on to achieve even more fantastic things 
before joining us in the future. In the meantime, we’ll keep watching what 
you’re up to – and would encourage you to keep a close eye on what 
we’re up to as well!

Well done 
everyone!
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